
Dear Friends,

The Synodal Process which Pope Francis has 

initiated is an all-embracing invitation for us to 

walk together, to listen deeply to the Holy Spirit 

and to one another, to bring to fruition the good 

news of Jesus Christ. Pope Francis reminds us 

that “Joseph was a man who always listened to 

the voice of God, profoundly amenable to God’s 

secret will, a man attentive to the messages that 

came from the depths of the heart and from 

above.” As members of the Body of Christ, let us 

ask St. Joseph, Patron of the Universal Church, 

to help and guide us as we pray and journey 

together with open minds and hearts, in the hope 

of bringing about God’s dream for our Church.

We invite you to join us in prayer during the 

novena to St. Joseph (March 10-18). Confident of 

his unfailing intercession, we will be entrusting 

each of you and your intentions to the care of 

this dearly loved Saint.

With our love and gratitude,

Your Carmelite Sisters

In the gospels
Joseph is consistently 

presented as the 
guardian of

the Virgin Mary
and the Child Jesus.

Just as Joseph 
protected

the Holy Family,
so too he continues 
to love and protect 
the Body of Christ, 
which is the Church

-Pope Francis

St. Joseph
Patron Saint and Protector

of the Universal Church
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NOVENA PRAYER
Feast Day • March 19

St. Joseph,  St. Joseph, by your 

protection, guidance and watchful care of 

Jesus and Mary, you faithfully fulfilled your 

role in God’s saving plan. 

The Church now journeys on the path of 

Synodality, listening to God through our 

listening to one another. Inspired by the 

Word of God, and under the guid ance of the 

Holy Spirit, may this be a new springtime for 

the whole People of God. 

Through your intercession may we become 

faithful followers of Jesus and channels of 

the goodness and mercy of God. 

We place before you the intentions of all 

who turn to you in their needs. AMEN.


